
September 2025

Volume 52 Issue 1

HOOSIER SURVEY R
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE INDIANA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS



2 | HOOSIER SURVEYOR 51.4 | INDIANA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2025 COMMITTEES & CHAIRS

TERM EXPIRES JANUARY 2026
Immediate Past-President
Ryan Selby
Indianapolis, IN
(317) 547-5580
rselby@structurepoint.com

Treasurer
Jacob Hoffman
Indianapolis, IN
(317) 721-0036
hoffmanj@weihe.net

Director
Jessica Hess
Vincennes, IN
(812) 888-4185
jhess@vinu.edu

Director
Ryan Swingley
Indianapolis, IN
(317) 370-0400
rswingley@espassociates.com

TERM EXPIRES JANUARY 2027
President
Alex Daugherty
Evansville, IN
(812) 719-4399
adaugherty@vsengineering.com

Secretary
Rich Hudson
Valparaiso, IN
(219) 462-2946
rickandcal@comcast.net

Director
Eric Meeks
Columbus, IN
(812) 592-4145
eric.meeks@meekscompany.com

Director
John Wilson
Newburgh, IN
(812) 891-0585
john.wilson@sam.biz

TERM EXPIRES JANUARY 2028
President-Elect
Zach Beasley
Lafayette, IN
(765) 418-0687
zbeasley@tippecanoe.in.gov

Vice President
Don Williams
Crown Point, IN
(219) 764-4700
drwilliams@dlz.com

Director
Vince Barr
Indianapolis, IN
(317) 293-3542 ext. 132
vbarr@vsengineering.com

Director
Jon Polson
Plainfield, IN
(317) 439-7315
jpolson@banning-eng.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Convention Oversight
Ryan Swingley

Education
Carol Morman

Government Affairs
Gary Kent

Hoosier Surveyor
Mike Davis

Nominations
Rich Hudson
Eric Meeks
Ryan Selby

Past President’s Council
Ryan Selby

Hoosier Surveyor Podcast
Ryan Selby

Scholarships
Jon Polson

Trig-Star
Rudy Vugteveen

Workforce Development
Ryan Selby

Young Surveyors Network
Dugan Kippenbrock
Jacob Blann

ISPLS LIAISONS
ACEC
Aaron Blank

Board of Registration
Jacob Hoffman

County Surveyors
Zach Beasley
David Gaston

Geodetic Control 
Workgroup
Eric Banschbach

IGIC
Bryan Catlin

IPLS Foundation
Eric Meeks

Indiana NSPS Director
Don Williams
Ryan Selby (alternate)



INDIANA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS | HOOSIER SURVEYOR 51.4 | 3

FEATURED IN THIS ISSUE

CONTACT

4

6

10

14 

16

President’s Message

Trig-Star Spotlights Surveying

Legal Surveys

NSPS Annual Student 

        Competition

ISPLS Firm Members

COVER IMAGE
Indiana students (L to R) Duncan Lang, Isaac Zwilling, Lotty Bonnell and 
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for the NSPS 24th Annual Student Competition from March 17-20, 2025. 

To see more photos from their trip, turn to page 14.

Editorial Advertising Offices
3502 Woodview Trace, Ste. 300
Indianapolis, IN 46268
(317) 454-8309
www.ispls.org

Michael J Davis, Editor-in-Chief
4310 Broadway St.
Indianapolis, IN 46205
(317) 283-4630
mijdavis4310@gmail.com

SUBMIT CONTENT FOR THE HOOSIER SURVEYOR
If you have an article to share or a story to tell, we want to hear from 
you! Please submit content to our Senior Communications Coordinator 
via email (kanderson@ispls.org). 
 
The Hoosier Surveyor is published quarterly by the Indiana Society 
of Professional Land Surveyors to inform land surveyors and related 
professions, government officials, educational institutions, libraries, 
contractors, suppliers and associated businesses and industries about 
land surveying affairs. 
 
Articles and columns appearing in this publication do not necessarily 
reflect the viewpoints of ISPLS or the Hoosier Surveyor staff, but are 
published as a service to its members, the general public and for the 
betterment of the surveying profession. No responsibility is assumed for 
errors, misquotes or deletions as to its content.
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by Alex 
Daugherty, PS, 
ISPLS President

As summer winds down and the 
school year begins, it’s the perfect 
time to remind everyone of the 
opportunities we have to shape 
the future of our profession. With 
students back in classrooms across 
Indiana, career fairs and school 
outreach events are ramping up and 
we need your help.

One of the most impactful ways 
you can contribute to the future of 
land surveying within our state is by 
volunteering to represent ISPLS at 
these events. Sharing your passion 
and experience with students not 
only helps raise awareness of our field 
but also inspires the next generation 
of surveyors.

To make volunteering easier than 
ever, I’m excited to share that ISPLS 
now has a dedicated Workforce 
Development staff member whose 
role is to coordinate and support 
these outreach efforts. This means 
less planning and logistics for you. 
Just show up, share your story, and 
make a difference.

Katie Anderson, who currently serves 
as the Senior Communications 
Coordinator for ISPLS, has taken 
on the additional role of Workforce 
Development Coordinator. You can 
reach her at kanderson@ispls.org.

Whether you’re a seasoned 
professional or new to the field, 
your voice matters. Please consider 
signing up for an upcoming event 
or reaching out to learn more about 
how you can get involved. Together, 
we can build a stronger, more 
sustainable future for land surveying 
in Indiana.

Regards,  
Alex Daugherty 
President, ISPLS

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

mailto:kanderson%40ispls.org?subject=
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Carlson Midwest, LLC  

5724 N Green Street, Second Floor            Brownsburg, IN 46112  

mjsparks@carlsonmidwest.com   317-223-7653 
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OOppttiioonnaall,,  aannnnuuaall  mmaaiinntteennaannccee  ccoosstt  ooff  1100%%  ooff  lliisstt  pprriiccee..  
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by Rudy Vugteveen, PS

We have a growing profession we love, 
yet there are few people who know 
anything about it.   Who do we start 
with and how do we spread the word? 
With thousands of high school students 
looking for a career path each year, how 
do we spread knowledge and create 
interest in our field?  This is where Trig-
Star comes into play.  

Trig-Star is a national trigonometry exam 
administered in a competitive setting to 
high school students. This competition 
pushes students to accurately answer as 
many trig questions as possible in the 
least amount of time.   The idea came 
from Russell E. Kastelle, RLS, who was 
a member of the North Dakota Society 
of Professional Land Surveyors, with his 
purpose being to promote interest in 
the surveying profession.  

Originally starting at the local high 
school level, this competition opened 
the door for professional land surveyors 
to enter math classrooms and clubs 
and talk about how mathematics, 
specifically trigonometry, is used to solve 
real world matters in surveying fields.   
Over the years it has developed into a 
national competition with scholarship 
opportunities.

Testimonials:

Liz Hawk, Eastbrook High School, Math 
Department Chair:

“I’ve been using Trig-Star in my 
classroom for about 10 years and have 
seen how it pushes my students to 
think in both systematic and creative 
ways.   I appreciate the practice it gives 
them in coming up with a way to find 
an unknown quantity that is not easily 
accessible as much as the experience in 
persevering through frustration when 
they must adjust their approach because 
what they tried at first isn’t working.   

”My students have found the 
competition side of Tri-Star to be 
motivating and fun.   Very few of 
them have any understanding of what 
a surveyor’s job entails so they have 
not considered surveying as a realistic 
career option, but getting to meet a 
surveyor who has a passion for his 
work has been a great way to introduce 
practical applications of geometry and 
trigonometry, and has encouraged 
many of them to consider this field as 
they look at their future career options.” 

Jackson Guard, Eastbrook High School 
graduate, now pursuing a career in land 
surveying:

“The Trig-Star exam was such a fun 
and practical challenge! It helped me 
become more aware of the surveying 
profession, something that I am actively 
pursuing now. It is very important for 
surveyors to administer this test in their 
local schools because it exposes students 
to the shrinking profession, which gives 
us more Survey Techs and Licensed 
Surveyors.”

Noah Rhoadarmer, Eastbrook High School 
graduate

“I was honestly stunned by how fun 
the Trig-Star is! It’s awesome because it 
makes you think in ways nothing else 
does. In reality, Trig-Star isn’t really a 
test so much as a challenge, a way to 
prove to yourself that you too can do 
math. My question for you is, are you 
ready for that challenge?”

Below is a list of steps you can follow to 
become a sponsor and administer Trig-
Star in your area:

•	 Visit www.trig-star.com.  With each 
participating high school needing a 
local sponsor (a local surveyor), this 
site will break down the details of 
how to become a sponsor and give 
information about the competition 
by giving resources, practice 
exams and award and scholarship 
information. 

•	 Contact your local school and 
math teachers to tell them you 
are interested in sponsoring 
the Trig-Star competition.  

TRIG-STAR SPOTLIGHTS SURVEYING
EXAMS CARRY CAREER MESSAGE TO HIGH SCHOOLS

http://www.trig-star.com
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Get them involved by explaining 
the details of what Trig-Star is and 
how it can benefit their students. 

•	 You will need to schedule 30-45 
minutes of class time to explain the 
exam and talk about how it applies 
to surveying.  This should be a short 
presentation that lets you cover the 
basics such as what surveying is, 
the opportunities in the surveying 
fields, how to get licensed and 
the importance of what we do. 
Bring equipment to show off our 
technology and give the students a 
hands-on experience.   Remember, 
this is the whole point of getting 
involved with Trig-Star! Don’t be 
afraid to bring high energy and 
show your excitement for your love 
of surveying.

•	 Schedule the exam. You will need 
to block out a time of no less than 
60 minutes to administer the exam. 

•	 Once the exam has been 
administered you will need to grade 
them and give all results to the 
teacher and your local coordinator. 

•	 The Wabash Valley Chapter awards 
a $50 gift card to the winner of 
each school.   This would be an 
option if your local chapter wants 
to contribute this prize. 

•	 The state 1st, 2nd and 3rd place 
winners and their teachers will 
receive a monetary award from 
ISPLS.  The top student in the state 
will also take the national exam to 
compete with other state winners.

•	 The national 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
place winners and their teachers 
will receive a monetary award from 
NSPS and be showcased on the 
Trig-Star website. 

This is an incredible opportunity to 
bring surveying to the next generation. 
Let’s get out there and show the future 
leaders of this world what our great 
profession is all about. 

Please feel free to reach out to me if 
you have any questions.   I would also 
be happy to assist you with ideas on 
putting together your teacher and 
student presentations. 

Rudy Vugteveen 
ISPLS Trig-Star Coordinator 
rvugteveen@rmasurveying 
Cell: 765-618-3833

2025 INDIANA TRIG-STAR WINNERS
The Trig-Star program is sponsored locally by the Indiana Society of Professional Land Surveyors and its regional chapters. The 
program recognizes the best students from high schools throughout the nation.

1st Place Indiana Trig-Star Winner

Levi Sliekers

Illiana Christian High School

Teacher: Doug Gorter

2nd Place Indiana Trig-Star Winner

Aiden Berryhill

Eastbrook High School

Teacher: Liz Hawk

3rd Place Indiana Trig-Star Winner

Emily Lindsay

Eastbrook High School

Teacher: Liz Hawk
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Learn more at topconsolutions.com/productivity-bundle
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by Jason 
McCort, PS

The goal of this column is to provide 
brief summaries of recent Indiana 
Court of Appeals and Supreme Court 
opinions involving topics of interest to 
land surveyors but not to provide legal 
advice.  I use Google Scholar to search 
for Indiana cases from the previous 
quarter and the Indiana Judicial branch 
website (www.in.gov/judiciary) to 
obtain a more conveniently formatted 
document.  As what I have written is 
only intended to be a summary of court 
opinions, I encourage you to look up the 
full opinion on either Google Scholar 
or the state of Indiana website for more 
detailed information.  Comments or 
suggestions for future columns are 
welcome by email to: jmccort@hntb.
com. 

Robert Boehm and Sharon 
Boehm v. Gary Waninger, Charles 
Waninger, Alan Waninger and 
Waninger Brothers, Court of 
Appeals Case No. 24A-PL-2168, 
June 20, 2025.  MEMORANDUM 
DECISION - not regarded as 
precedent

Ronald and Sharon Boehm (the 
Boehms) own parcels of farmland 
in Spencer County. Gary Waninger, 
Charles Waninger, Alan Waninger and 
Waninger Brothers (the Waningers) own 
parcels of farmland that are contiguous 
to the Boehms’ parcels. 

An easement one rod wide was conveyed 
in 1903 along the northern and western 
edges of the Boehms’ parcels to provide 
ingress and egress from the Waningers’ 
parcels.

The Waningers have used the road 
within the easement for at least 50 
years.  However, since 2019, they have 
used wider farm equipment on the road 
and, as a result, have encroached onto 
the Boehms’ property outside of the 
easement and damaged the Boehms’ 
crops.  The Boehms protested by asking 
them to stay within the easement 
boundaries, putting up stakes to mark 
the easement, and installing metal rods 
at the edge of the easement to prevent 
encroachment. The Waningers ignored 
these protests and even removed the rods 
and continued to drive their equipment 
outside of the easement boundaries.

The Boehms sued the Waningers for 
trespass.  The Waningers raised several 
defenses including that they had a 
prescriptive easement, easement by 
necessity and easement by prior uses and 
laches. The trial court granted summary 
judgment in favor of the Boehms for the 
easement by necessity, easement by prior 
use and laches.  However, the court did 
not rule about the prescriptive easement 
as “there are disputes of material facts 
as to the defense of the prescriptive 
easement.”  The Boehms appealed.

The Boehms argued that an express 
easement cannot be altered by a 
prescriptive easement.  The appellate 
court did not agree with that argument.  
None of the case law cited by the Boehms 
prohibits a prescriptive easement on 
land already burdened by an express 
easement.  As well, Indiana Code 32-
23-1-1 does not have an exception for 
land subject to an express easement.  

However, the prescriptive easement 
defense did fail on another key 
point.  Indiana Code 32-23-1-1 says 
a prescriptive easement may not be 
acquired by another person unless 
there has been at least 20 years of 
uninterrupted use.  The Waningers 
had been driving their farm equipment 
outside of the easement for six years, 
much less than the required twenty 
years.  The trial court’s decision was 
reversed.

Steve Chafin v. Patti Shade and 
Richard Shade, Court of Appeals 
Case No. 24A-PL-2224, April 9, 
2025.  

This is a case involving the installation 
of a gas line and an access road.  I will 
limit my review to the issue of the access 
road as it is most relevant to an audience 
of land surveyors.

Chafin sold an unimproved lot to Patti 
and Richard Shade (“the Shades”).  A 
purchase agreement (“contract”) was 
executed between Chafin and the Shades 
and, in respect to the contract, Chafin 
constructed an access road to the Shades 
property.  Per the contract, the access 
road was to be within the boundaries 
of the access easement shown on the 
approved plat. However, the access road 
did not completely follow the easement 
as depicted on the plat.  There was an 
attempt by Chafin to move the road 
back within the easement.  The Shades, 
however, ordered Chafin and his crew 
off the property.  The Shades filed a 
complaint against Chafin for, among 
other things, putting the access road in 
the wrong place.  The trial court ruled in 
favor of Shades in respect to the access 
road issue.  Chafin appealed.

LEGAL SURVEYS

http://www.in.gov/judiciary
mailto:jmccort@hntb.com
mailto:jmccort@hntb.com
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It was pointed out that the Shades 
waived their right to a survey which 
would have shown the location of access 
road relative to the easement.  The waiver 
provision states that if the buyer waives 
the right to a survey, the seller is released 
from all liability regarding issues that 
would have been discovered by a survey.  
At the time of the survey, the access road 
was substantially complete and a survey 
would have shown the access road being 
outside of the easement.  Also, the plat 
showing the easement was a “public 
record.” The trial court’s decision to rule 
in favor of the Shades about the access 
road issue was reversed by the appellate 
court and it was determined that Chafin 
was not liable to the Shades for damages 
related to the access road not being built 
within the easement.

Kelly Miller v. Robert L. Lucas, 
Pamela S. Lucas, Christopher A. 
Shrock, Dixie M. Gary, Kevin D. 
Hayes, Samantha L. Pinkerton 
and Randall D. Woods, Court of 
Appeals Case No. 24A-PL-2451, 
June 6, 2025.  

Kelly Miller (“Miller”) acquired Lot 
12, Lot 13 and a portion of Lot 11 of 
Kuhn’s Second Addition to Kuhn’s Plat 
(“Second Addition Plat”).  A portion 
of Lot 11 is subject to a boat landing 
easement per the Plat of Kuhn’s First 
Addition to Kuhn’s Plat (“First Addition 
Plat”).  The easement is described as 
follows: 

Unplatted ground South of  these 
lots on the lake is for the exclusive 
use of  lot owners of  this plat, to be 
used as a boat landing.

Robert L. Lucas, Pamela S. Lucas, 
Christopher A. Shrock, Dixie M. Gary, 
Kevin D. Hayes, Samantha L. Pinkerton 
and Randall D. Woods (“Plaintiffs”), as 
owners of lots in the First Addition Plat, 
filed a complaint against Miller, seeking 
a judgment declaring the boat landing 
easement as being exclusively available 
to lot owners in the First Addition Plat.   
The trial court ruled in favor of the 
Plaintiffs and Miller appealed.
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On appeal, Miller argued that the 
court erred in determining that he was 
barred from using or accessing Lot 11 
even if his use did not interfere with 
the First Addition Plat owners’ use of 
the easement.  Miller also argued that 
language in a warranty deed recorded 
in 1944 for Lot 13 (Charles Kuhn 
conveyed to R.B. and Mae Correll) 
provided him the right to use the boat 
landing area.

The appellate court affirmed the 
trial court’s ruling.  Of significant 
importance is the language of the First 
Addition Plat which describes the boat 
landing easement as being exclusive to 
the lot owners of the First Addition Plat. 

Typically, easements are not exclusive 
in nature except when exclusivity 
is expressly stated in the easement 
description, as it is in this case.  
Regarding the 1944 deed, the appellate 
court said the attempted conveyance of 
rights to the boat landing area is void 
because doing so violated the terms 
of the exclusive easement described in 
the First Addition Plat.  Kuhn did not 
convey a boat land easement to Correll 
because Kuhn did not have an interest 
in the boat landing area in the first 
place due to the exclusive boat landing 
easement described in the First Addition 
Plat. 

Also, Kuhn would not have been able 
to unilaterally modify the exclusivity 
of the boat land easement of the First 
Addition Plat since a lot or a part of a 
lot of the First Addition Plat had already 
been sold.

Jason McCort, PS, is a project manager 
for HNTB Corporation.  He holds a B.S. 
Construction Technology degree from Purdue 
University.  He is a professional land surveyor, 
licensed in the states of  Indiana, Maine, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania.
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NSPS ANNUAL STUDENT COMPETITION
INDIANA STUDENTS TRAVEL AND COMPETE IN SILVER SPRING, MD

ISPLS Board Members Alex Daugherty and Don 
Williams have dinner with students Zwilling, Benish, 
Lang, Team Chaperone Kevin Herrin, and Bonnell.

(L to R) Lang, Bonnell, Benish and Zwilling visit the 
Lincoln Memorial in Washington, DC.

(L to R) Bonnell, Lang, Benish and Zwilling visit the 
Washington Monument in Washington, DC.

(L to R) Duncan Lang, Lotty Bonnell, Isaac Zwilling 
and Gatlin Benish pose with a monument in Silver 

Spring, MD.



 SALES  SERVICE  RENTALS  TRAINING  FINANCING  REPAIRS

Indiana Office
5454 Harrison Park Lane
Indianapolis, IN 46216
(317)545-7090 or surveyindiana@seilerinst.com

www.seilergeo.com

CCoonnttaacc tt   uuss   ttoo   ll eeaa rrnn   
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THANK YOU ISPLS FIRM MEMBERS!
AEI Consultants
2500 Camino Diablo
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
(517) 245-3402
www.aeiconsultants.com
fziobron@aeiconsultants.com

CenterPoint Energy
1 N Main Street
Evansville, IN 47710
(812) 491-4167
www.centerpointenergy.com
matthew.badger@centerpointenergy.com

Eric White, PLS
Senior Project Manger, Survey

ewhite@cripe.biz
9339 Priority Way West Drive, Suite 100, Indianapolis, Indiana 46240

 Office 317 706 333
www.cripe.biz

SCAN TO CONNECT

Luke Jahn, PLS, MBA, EI
DIRECTOR OF SURVEYING

M: 317-504-8792
ljahn@hwcengineering.com 

John Langmaid, Regional Engineering Manager 
260.265.1849

Christopher Morris, PS, Survey Project Manager  
502.919.5183

Ask us how drone data can measure and  
manage your construction site!
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 � Topographic survey
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 � Tunnel alignment survey
 � Subdivision platting
 � Land records research

 � ALTA/NSPS Land Title Survey
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 � Stringless paving
 � AMG modeling
 � 3D modeling
 � LiDAR scanning
 � Parcel mapping

 � As-built surveys
 � Property boundary surveys
 � Transportation design 
surveys

 � Zoning maps/descriptions
 � Building information modeling
 � GIS

Fort Wayne  �  Indianapolis  �  Jeffersonville  �  kapurinc.com 

CONSULTING ENGINEERING
CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION

LAND SURVEYING

Established 1971

South Bend and Indianapolis www.lawson-fisher.com

Ryan C. Swingley, PS, PLS
Business Unit Executive, Geospatial

ESP Associates, Inc.

8673 Bash Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46256

dir 317.537.6979
cell 317.306.0158

rswingley@espassociates.com
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Metro Consulting Associates
45345 Five Mile Road
Plymouth, MI 48170
(800) 525-6016
www.metroca.net
kwasmund@metroca.net

Northpointe Engineering & 
Surveying, Inc.
6125 South East Street, Suite B
Indianapolis, IN 46227
(317) 884-3020
www.npesindy.com
donna@npesindy.com

Pietrzak Land Surveying, Inc.
24891 Kern Road
South Bend, IN 46614
(574) 289-4037
www.pietrzaklandsurveyinginc.com
geojoep@aol.com

TriMark Surveying, LLC
5010 W. SR 56
Jasper, IN 47546
(812) 630-1790
www.trimarksurveying.com
ehopf@trimarksurveying.com

Survey Department Manager
Mark Schepers, PS

mschepers@usiconsultants.com 317.371.3400
317.522.2486

USI Consultants, Inc.
8415 E. 56th Street

Indianapolis, IN 46216

LLAANNDD  SSUURRVVEEYYIINNGG  · CCIIVVIILL  //  SSIITTEE  EENNGGIINNEEEERRIINNGG  ·  SSUUSSTTAAIINNAABBLLEE  DDEESSIIGGNN  ·  LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPEE  AARRCCHHIITTEECCTTUURREE  

317 | 846  6611
contacts@weihe.net

Indianapolis, IN

mailto:www.trimarksurveying.com?subject=

