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Greetings,

All of you who use Facebook 
have probably seen posts from 
friends and family about how 
they are currently feeling.  I’d 
like to start by noting that I am 
feeling thankful and grateful.  
Thankful that I have gotten to 
know more of you this year and 
grateful for all that each of you 
do for ISPLS and the profession 
in small as well as large ways.  I have been to several 
chapters this year and have been inspired by the many 
ways members engage with each other, students and the 
public.  My message this time is more of a hodge-podge, 
but there are several things that I would like to let the mem-
bership know are going on.

The biggest probably relates to the transition in the day-to-
day management of ISPLS.  After the initial contract period 
where both RGI and ISPLS had a chance to see what 
services were needed and the effort that would take, earlier 
this year, the ISPLS Board of Directors approved a new 
contract with Raybourn Group International to provide man-
agement for ISPLS for a three-year period (2017-2020).  I 
am especially grateful for the smooth transition that Jason 
Coyle and Banning Engineering made possible after seeing 
a less-desirable situation occur where another organiza-
tion’s staff left a short time before their annual conference 
and an association management firm had to be brought on 
board in short order to pick up the pieces and move forward 
as best they could.  Thanks again to Jason and the man-
agement at Banning.  

While I won’t go over all of the work that volunteers do on 
committees for ISPLS, a few of the committees that affect 
many of us should be noted.  

After years of service, Mark Gardner asked to step aside 
from Nominations Committee and Ryan Swingley stepped 
in with a plan to attract a more geographically diverse 
group of committee members and candidates for both the 
Presidential and Board of Directors elections.  Thank you 
Mark and Ryan.

Our ISPLS lobbyist, Michael O’Brien, has done a good 
job of watching out for our interests at the legislature.  We 
have achieved most of our legislative goals in the past but 
we need to have more goals like our Right of Entry and the 
Statute of Repose statutes.  Having a lobbyist is important 
to protecting our interests from others, but without goals of 
our own, we would only be getting part of the benefit of the 

lobbying services we pay for.  I asked Gary Kent to lead a 
renewed Legislative Committee as we again look for ways 
to advance our and the public’s interests at the legislature.  
This is one area that the management transition probably 
took some attention away from and I am pleased to know 
that we are planning to pursue a small technical agenda of 
items this short legislative session.  These include clean-
ing up the statutes dealing with using coordinates in land 
descriptions so they are more aligned with current practice 
and current and future coordinate systems, cleaning up a 
loophole dealing with adverse possession and legal sur-
veys, and a change to the recordation statute to require in-
formation about the source of the description in deeds, etc.  

This last item could be satisfied by noting the surveyor (or 
attorney) who prepared the description or a reference to 
a prior recorded instrument.  In addition, ACEC-Indiana 
asked if we would like surveyors to be included in contract 
indemnification reform they are bringing forward as one 
of their priorities.  I am very grateful that other profes-
sionals are asking us about potential bills like this before 
they pop up during the legislative session.  I don’t know, 
but I wouldn’t be surprised if our success before the Job 
Creation Committee may have not gone unnoticed by the 
engineers.  If you are wondering, we also have a list of 
items we would like to move forward on during the longer 
2019 budget writing session of the legislature.  Thank you 
Gary and Michael.  This committee currently includes: Gary, 
the current ISPLS president, president-elect and immedi-
ate past-president, Senator Blake Doriot, representatives 
from the Indiana County Surveyors Association (since our 
interests are often closely aligned) and one or two other 
volunteers from the membership.  

As all of you read your regular emails from ISPLS, I’m sure 
you have noticed that we have a contest for surveying relat-
ed photographs and videos.  Besides a chance to win up 
to $100, this is a great way to gather content to be used in 
the Hoosier Surveyor and in ISPLS Social Media.  Please 
consider sending in images of the things you do, see and 
find in the field and office.  Please like and share the ISPLS 
posts that interest you (be professional, the ISPLS Board 
of Directors recently adopted a Social Media policy).  You 
never know what might spark the interest of a future, or 
current, surveyor in your group of friends, and their friends, 
and their friends, etc.  It is sometimes hard to explain to 
others how, why and what we do as surveyors, and I know 
many of us aren’t always comfortable speaking before 
groups, but this is a way to share some of what we do with 
others that may travel farther than we know.  I recently 
shared the post about Bob Vollmer’s trip to Washington 
with Honor Flight-Indy along with a short note.  I got feed-
back I didn’t expect.  I believe one reason is that people 
are intrigued with a profession that a one-hundred-year-old 

ISPLS
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By 2017 ISPLS President, Bryan F. Catlin, PS 
man hasn’t retired from.  Remember, we often get to see 
things others don’t and see other common things in ways 
that non-surveyors don’t.  Let’s share some of that.  

Briefly, we will be rotating our conference around the state 
after 2018.  I know many of us are looking forward to 
that.  We are also in the process of getting our first ISPLS 
webinar ready for use.  I could go on, but I want to thank 
you all for the opportunity to serve the surveyors of Indiana 
this year.  I’m thankful and grateful.

Bryan F. Catlin, PS
2017 ISPLS President
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On October 21, 2017, ISPLS Lifetime Member Bob Voll-
mer was an honoree on the Indy Honor Flight in recognition 
of his service to our country during World War II. Bob, along 
with 87 fellow veterans, was transported to Washington, 
DC to visit the war memorials. 

Upon returning to Indy that afternoon, the veterans were 
celebrated with a pep rally at Plainfield High School along-
side family and friends. Bob received a letter from ISPLS 

President Bryan Catlin, PS thanking him not only for his 
dedication and service to the land surveying profession, 
but to our nation as well. Click here to read Bryan’s letter to 
Bob. 

To view photos from the program, click here. For more 
information on the Indy Honor Flight program, visit www.
indyhonorflight.org. 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT: 
Top Articles Featured in the ISPLS Newsletter | September 2017 - November 2017

Have an article you want to see in the ISPLS Newsletter? Email Kayla Jenkins

The Day GPS Went Away  
September 12 Newsletter | GPS World

The Importance of Narratives 
September 26 Newsletter | NSPS News and Views

I Was Meant to Be a Surveyor   
October 10 Newsletter | xyHt

Bob Vollmer Recognized in the Indy Honor Flight Program   
October 24 Newsletter | ISPLS 

Unmistakable Marks: The Dictionary is Not Always a Fortress
November 14 Newsletter | POB Online

Store-bought or Homegrown? Mentors for the Future  
November 28 Newsletter | xyHt

BOB VOLLMER RECOGNIZED 
IN THE INDY HONOR FLIGHT PROGRAM

ISPLS

Bob Vollmer (center) pictured at the pep rally with Ed Sweetland (left), 
Frank Ballintyn and ISPLS President Bryan Catlin (right) holding a 
welcome sign on behalf of ISPLS membership with signatures from the 
Central Indiana Chapter.

www.ForgetTheBubble.com

For more information please contact:

Introducing the Leica GS18 T,  the first true tilt compensation solution that is immune to magnetic 

disturbances. The bubble no longer has to be centered. As a matter-of-fact, you can forget about the 

bubble. In addition to that, the system is calibration-free, so no long-winded procedures are required. 

Just turn it on and go.

THE WORLD’S FASTEST
GNSS RTK ROVER

First True 
Tilt Compensation

Works Out Of The Box, 
Calibration-Free

Immune To Magnetic 
Disturbances

Steve.Myer@leicaus.com

765-413-2054
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Charles Anthony Peoni, 59, passed away on Friday, 
November 10, 2017. He was born on January 9, 1958 
in Beech Grove to Samuel J. and Rosemary (Palamara) 
Peoni. 

Charlie was a civil engineer with VS Engineering. 

Survivors include his loving wife of 29 years, Patsy Peoni; 
mother, Rosemary Peoni; brother, Paul Peoni; nephews 
and niece, Mark Peoni, Morgan Peoni, Brandon Strader 
and Bradley Smith. He was preceded in death by his father. 

Family and friends gathered on Tuesday, November 14 
from 3 to 8 p.m. in Lauck & Veldhof Funeral & Cremation 
Services, with a rosary service at 7:30 p.m. A Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated on Wednesday, November 
15, 2017 at 10 a.m. in St. Roch Catholic Church, 3600 S. 
Pennsylvania St., with prayers being said prior to Mass at 
9:30 a.m. in the funeral home. Burial followed in Calvary 
Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions are requested to 
the Humane Society of Indianapolis, 7929 N. Michigan Rd, 
Indianapolis, IN 46268. Online condolences: www.LauckFu-
neralHome.com.

COMPLETED CAREERS
Charles Anthony Peoni

Chester Ziemniak

IN MEMORIAM

Chester was born on May 14, 1927 and passed away 
on Wednesday, October 11, 2017. Chester was a resident 
of Highland, Indiana at the time of passing. Mr. Ziemniak 
was a veteran of the US Navy, a member of Indiana Soci-
ety of Professional Land Surveyors, and a registered Civil 
Engineer and Land Surveyor.
 
Fagen Miller Funeral Homes - Highland 2828 Highway Av-
enue Highland, IN 46322 pre-service prayers 16 Oct 10:00 
AM Fagen Miller Funeral Homes - Highland 2828 Highway 
Avenue Highland, IN 46322 16 Oct 10:30 AM Our Lady 
of Grace Church 3025 Highway Ave Highland, IN 46322 
memory of Chester. 

Services will be held on Monday, October 16, 2017 be-
ginning with prayers at Fagen-Miller Funeral Home 2828 
Highway Ave., Highland, at 10:00 a.m. followed by a mass 
at Our Lady of Grace Church at 10:30 a.m. with Rev. Ed-
ward Moszur officiating. Interment at Holy Cross Cemetery, 
Calumet City, IL. 

Visitation was held on Sunday from 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
at the Fagen-Miller Funeral Home, 2828 Highway Avenue 
Highland, IN 46322. 
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The winner of the Fall 
Hoosier Surveyor Video 
Contest is Randy Allen, 
for the video he shared on 
social media of a street-
scape improvement proj-
ect for the West Virginia 
Department of Transpor-
tation. 

The contest theme for the Fall issue of the Hoosier Sur-
veyor was innovative and cutting-edge technology. Partic-
ipants were challenged to capture and share their work or 
discoveries on social media in a fun, unique way. Randy’s 
street-scape video entry best aligned with the theme and 
requirements for this issue, deeming him a worthy winner of 
the contest. 

The video showcased a drive-thru perspective of a cali-
brated point cloud and some other various mappings. The 
process demonstrated uses of the mobile LiDAR system 
giving surveyors the opportunity to map the project area 
from an office environment using TopoDot software. Not all 
the mapping was completed in an office setting though; the 
team also participated in supplemental field work in plac-
es where the LiDAR did not penetrate. Watch the winning 
video below. 

Randy, an associate member of the Central Indiana Chap-
ter of the Indiana Society of Professional Land Surveyors, 
hasn’t been surveying his whole life. He actually went 
back to school at the age of 35, all while working full time, 
volunteering at church, owning his own DJ company and 

providing for his family. His biggest fan and champion in his 
life is his wife, Carmen. 

“When I first mentioned something about going back to 
college, Carmen encouraged me to dream big and go for 
it,” Randy said. “It wasn’t easy and there were a few times 
I wasn’t sure it was worth it, but she kept pushing me and 
encouraging me. She wouldn’t let me quit. They say behind 
every good man, is a great woman!”

Randy is currently employed as the Mapping Project Man-
ager and Office Manager for ESP Associates, P.A., working 
on a variety of projects ranging from managing 3D CAD 
mapping, QA/QC of calibrated point clouds and just about 
anything else that is asked from ESP clients. Of all the 
areas he’s involved in, Randy says he is most passionate in 
3D CAD mapping. 
 
“Being able to create an engineering grade 3D model that 
represents a true world topography that is used to plan a 
road, install a sidewalk, improve a city street-scape, replace 
or build a bridge, etc. … all mostly within the comforts of my 
office chair just amazes me,” Randy explained. 

The Hoosier Surveyor Photo and Video Contest was 
created to showcase and applaud the critical work land 
surveyors are doing in the community, raise awareness to 
the industry, and encourage students to join the profession. 
To learn more, visit www.ispls.org. 

RANDY ALLEN WINS FALL 2017 HOOSIER SURVEYOR 
VIDEO CONTEST

By Ashlea Alley 

DON WILLIAMS WINS FALL 2017 HOOSIER SURVEYOR 
PHOTO CONTEST

By Kristen Gandenberger

ISPLS

The winner of the most recent Hoosier Surveyor Photo 
Contest is Don R. Williams Jr. for the photo he shared on 
social media of a coworker surveying a dam.

In the fall contest, participants were challenged to capture 
an image that represents the unique aspects of the profes-
sion to encourage students to pursue a career in surveying. 
William’s entry best aligned with the theme and require-
ments for this issue, deeming him a worthy winner of the 
contest.

The winning photo depicts Dave Carmien, a Project 
Manager that works with Williams, performing a hydro-
graphic surveying of the downstream side of a dam on the 
O’Shaughnessy Reservoir in Columbus, Ohio. The snap-
shot captures many of the most loved facets of surveying, 
including the interesting outdoor surroundings and industry 
technology.

Williams encourages young people 
to consider surveying. “Don’t be 
afraid to talk to an existing survey-
or,” he said.  “If you want to know 
more about the profession look up 
your local survey offices and call 
them. Most would be happy to sit 
down and tell you more about what 
they do.”

Williams, a member of the North-
west Chapter of the Indiana Society 
of Professional Land Surveyors, is currently employed as a 
Construction Survey Department Manager for DLZ Indus-
trial, LLC, where he has the opportunity to perform varying 
types of surveys on many different kinds of construction 
side jobs. He especially enjoys the sense of accomplish-
ment that comes along with being able to point out a 
finished project to his kids. 

“I love the daily variety in the projects I work on, not to men-
tion the new technologies that are coming out on a yearly 
basis. It’s very cool to see the way surveying is being trans-
formed by new developing technology, yet the core values 
that have been established over hundreds, even thousands 
of years are still in place. You get to touch history and dab-
ble in the future,” Williams explained. 

The Hoosier Surveyor Photo and Video Contest was 
created to showcase and applaud the critical work land 
surveyors are doing in the community, raise awareness to 
the industry, and encourage students to join the profession. 
To learn more, visit www.ispls.org. 

ISPLS Upcoming Events Central Indiana Chapter Meeting
Thursday, March 15, 2018

Southwest Chapter Meeting
Tuesday, March 20, 2018

PS Exam Review Seminar - Spring 2018
Saturday, April 7, 2018

Southwest Chapter Meeting
Tuesday, May 15, 2018

Central Indiana Chapter Meeting
Thursday, May 31, 2018

Save the date for upcoming ISPLS and ISPLS Chapter 
meetings and events. Click on an event for details. 
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The goal of this column is to 
provide brief summaries of recent 
Indiana Court of Appeals and 
Supreme Court cases involving 
topics related to surveying prac-
tice, certainly not to provide legal 
advice.  Information is gathered 
from the courts website at www.
in.gov/judiciary. Comments or 
suggestions for future columns 
are welcome by email to: Bryan.
Catlin@indy.gov. 

James Van Ella v. VanHorne Properties, LLC, Indiana 
Court of Appeals Case No. 76A03-1607-CC-1699, July 
27, 2017

In 1950, Bod’s Beach Subdivision was recorded in Steuben 
County.  Lots 1 through 20 fronted on Bass Lake and had a 
twenty-five-foot roadway easement along the back side of 
the lots.  In 1970, the owners of lots 3-14 and 18-20 (and 
some other land between some of these lots), filed a peti-
tion to vacate those lots and the easement.  The petition, 
granted by the trial court, alleged that “vacating the same is 
not interfering with the rights of any other property owners 
in said plat, and therefore, no other owners are affected 
thereby.”  The petitioners also stated that the proposed va-
cation would not leave other real estate without egress and 
ingress or create any great inconvenience to the public.

Now, Golden Eagle Mining and Recovery, Inc., controlled 
by VanElla (VanHorne and VanElla are both spelled with 
and without a space in the case summary), owns lots 4-14, 
19 and 20.  The other lots are owned by other private 
owners who use the easement area for access.  In January 
of 2015, VanHorne purchased lots 16, 17 and parts of 18 
at a sheriff’s sale.  VanElla acknowledges that the other 
owners have a right of ingress and egress over portions of 
the easement, but he has restricted use of the easement.  
VanElla constructed a barn extending twelve feet into the 
easement, parks a dump truck in the easement, construct-
ed a fence in the easement and has previously dug de-
pressions in the road to serve as speed bumps.  The road 
is in poor condition and VanElla refuses to let the sixteen-
foot-wide dirt and sand road to be maintained or repaired.  
VanHorne filed a complaint seeking to maintain and use the 
road, remove obstructions, restrict VanElla from harming or 
impairing the roadway, and damages and attorney fees as 
a result of VanElla’s intentional actions.  

Eventually the Steuben Circuit Court granted a final judg-
ment to VanHorne noting that the 1970 petition did not 
include the lots owned by VanHorne so those easement 

ing these questions was presented at trial.

Metro has now sold the property to a third party with access 
to a public way through an adjoining property, but who still 
wishes to use an easement across Collin’s property.  The 
sale had been brought up on appeal, but the court then 
said they were deciding the case solely on the trial court 
record.  The Appeals Court now agrees with the rehearing 
petition to the extent that whether an easement of necessity 
still exists is a matter that should be litigated between Col-
lins and the new property owner.  The original opinion was 
affirmed and the case was remanded back to the trial court 
for further proceedings.

Audrey Mullins and Danny Mullins v. Robert Maas and 
Gail Maas, Indiana Court of Appeals Case No. 44A03-
1611-MI-2631, July 27, 2017 MEMORANDUM DECISION

The Mullinses purchased property in the plat of Brushy 
Prairie (primarily Lot 14) in LaGrange County in 1981 with-
out a survey.  Between 1981 and 2006, they made some 
use of a disputed parcel which consisted of parts of Lots 
13, 23 and 24, planting/maintaining bushes, trees, grass, 
bird feeders and burn barrels on it.  During the same time 
period, Linda Lee Perkins believed she owned the disput-
ed parcel and also used it, hiring someone to mow it and 
owning a pole barn partially in it.  In 2006, Perkins sold to 
the Maases by a deed that included the disputed parcel.  
The LaGrange County Auditor later determined Perkins did 
not possess legal title to the disputed parcel.  In 2013, a 
survey revealed that the Mullinses’ property did not include 
the disputed parcel.

The Mullinses filed a complaint for adverse possession in 
the LaGrange Superior Court in October of 2013, and after 
a bench trial the court entered a judgment in favor of the 
Mullinses on December 31, 2014.  On January 30, 2015, 
the Maases filed a motion to correct error with a newly 
elected judge which was eventually granted based on a 
finding that the Mullinses had failed to establish control, in-
tent and notice.  The Mullinses appealed and the trial court 
judgment was affirmed.

Jamison L. Beetz and Leah J. Beetz v. Joe D. Bryant 
and Anne E. Bryant Revocable Trust, Joe D. Bryant and 
Anne E. Bryant, Stephen A. Legan and Jenifer A. Le-
gan, and Ron Zimmerman and Donna Zimmerman, In-
diana Court of Appeals Case No. 41A04-1612-PL-2755, 
July 28, 2017 MEMORANDUM DECISION

Here a property in Johnson County was divided into four 
parcels, and an easement across a private bridge to allow 
access to Stones Crossing Road was created in 1979.  The 
Brown County Circuit Court issued an agreed judgment in 

rights could not be vacated and that both VanHorne and 
VanElla have the right to make reasonable and necessary 
repairs to the twenty-five-foot easement and that no one 
could take any action that would unreasonably impede 
VanHorne’s use of the entirety of the twenty-five-foot ease-
ment.  VanElla appealed.  

VanElla argued the 1970 order was valid.  The Appeals 
Court affirmed the trial court decision noting that the 1970 
vacation could not affect the easement rights of lot own-
ers not a party to the vacation and there was no evidence 
those owners were even served with notice of the petition 
to vacate the easement.  

Luther T. Collins v. Metro Real Estate Services, LLC, In-
diana Court of Appeals Case No. 88A05-1510-PL-1797, 
August 3, 2017, OPINION ON REHEARING

Here, the situation described in the prior issue of the Hoo-
sier Surveyor has changed somewhat.  As a reminder, the 
original case summary follows in italics.  

Luther T. Collins v. Metro Real Estate Services LLC, In-
diana Court of Appeals Case No. 88A05-1510-PL-1797, 
April 18, 2017

Here Joseph Howell owned two parcels in Washington 
County.  The southerly parcel was along Mount Carmel 
Road, and the northerly parcel only had access to Mount 
Carmel Road across the southerly parcel.  Collins later 
purchased the southerly parcel at a sheriff’s sale.  Prior to 
the sheriff’s sale, Howell mortgaged the northerly parcel to 
Old Capitol Mortgage.  In order to “facilitate” the mortgage, 
Howell granted himself a 150’ easement across the south-
erly parcel from Mount Carmel Road to the northerly parcel 
(both ends of the “easement” area were fenced with no 
gates).  Collins did not object to Howell continuing to cross 
his property to get to and from the northerly parcel.  The 
northerly parcel eventually was foreclosed on and sold to 
Metro.  Collins objected to Metro using the easement and 
filed a complaint to quiet title with the Washington Circuit 
Court.  The trial court entered judgment for Metro and Col-
lins appealed.

The Appeals Court noted that the trial court recognized the 
easement that Howell had executed as well as an ease-
ment of necessity.  The Appeals Court noted that the unity 
of title did not allow Howell to grant himself an easement; 
however, because the northerly parcel was landlocked, it fit 
the definition of an easement of necessity.  The trial court 
finding that an easement exists for Metro’s benefit over 
Collin’s property was affirmed.  There was no conclusion 
about whether a 150-foot-wide easement was necessary, 
or where the easement should be, as no evidence address-

1982 that included a new easement in the same location.  
One party recorded the judgment in their chain of title in 
Johnson County, but the other, who owned the parcel the 
bridge was on and eventually sold that parcel to the Beetz-
es in 2013, did not.  The Beetzes were aware of the 1979 
easement.  A fire truck struck and damaged the bridge, 
and a dispute arose over who could accept payment from 
the fire department, hire a contractor and pay for bridge 
repairs.  The Beetzes sued in the Johnson Superior Court 
seeking declaratory judgment.  On a motion from the defen-
dants, the court dismissed the complaint.  The Beetzes 
then filed an amended complaint asking, among other 
things, if the 1982 judgment applied to them.  Again this 
was dismissed and the Beetzes appealed.

Here, the appeals court found that since the 1982 judgment 
was not in the Beetzes’ chain of title, the Beetzes have 
alleged facts pursuant to which they would be entitled to 
declaratory relief on their claim of not being bound by the 
1982 judgment and easement.  The judgment of the trial 
court was reversed and remanded for further proceedings.  

Donald Miller and Dorothy Miller v. Crawfordsville Elec-
tric Light and Power and City of Crawfordsville, Indiana 
Court of Appeals Case No. 54A01-1608-PL-2048, Sep-
tember 20, 2017 MEMORANDUM DECISION

Here herbicide was applied to trees on the property in 
question by a line clearance supervisor for Crawfords-
ville Electric Light and Power (CELP) on June 20, 2013.  
The Millers bought the property on August 9,, 2013, after 
meeting with the supervisor in the later part of July when 
CELP offered to take down the trees and clean them up 
and provide a Pro-Green voucher.  Later payment as well 
as removing and cleaning up the trees was offered and the 
trees were scheduled to be cut down on August 26, 2013.  
Donald Miller objected before the date the trees were to 
be cut down and on March 3, 2014 filed a complaint in 
the Montgomery Circuit Court.  CELP asked for summary 
judgment, arguing in part that the Millers had not filed a 
timely notice of claim (180 days) as required by IC 34-13-3-
8.  This was denied and the case proceeded.  On August 1, 
2016, the trial court dismissed the Millers’ complaint as not 
having been filed in a timely manner.  

The Millers appealed and the trial court’s order dismissing 
the Millers’ complaint was affirmed.

Bryan F. Catlin, PS has been registered as a Land Survey-
or in Indiana since 1991. He holds B.S. Land Surveying 
Engineering and M.S. Engineering (Geodesy) degrees from 
Purdue University.

LEGAL SURVEYS
By ISPLS President, Bryan F. Catlin, PS

LEGAL LEGAL
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INITIAL POINT CHAPTER’S LAND SURVEYORS BUFFALO 
TRACE RENDEZVOUS RECAP

CHAPTERS

On October 13 through October 15, the Initial Point 
Chapter of ISPLS hosted their inaugural Land Surveyors 
Buffalo Trace Rendezvous; a wonderful outdoor Continuing 
Education event. The 12 guest speakers included Survey-
ors from Texas, William Boden and William Jackson Cash. 
Also featured was Alabama Surveyor and Educator Milton 
Denny, Centenarian Robert Vollmer, Kentucky LS Ben Shi-
nabery and Paige with their Flying Drone Sessions, Randall 
Miller for Indian treaties, as well as many local speakers 
from Indiana and Kentucky. 

The North Bank of the Ohio River overlooking the Buffalo 
Trace made for a magical and natural historic setting. The 
scenic site is the home of the Commander of the Western 
Armies, General George Rogers Clark, and is the site of 
the launch pad of the Lewis and Clark Expedition. 

The warm fall days were filled with sunshine and smells of 
campfires as attendees visited the Mark Gardner Buffalo 
TeePee Camp, an escape back into times gone by.

The gracious volunteer speakers held sessions in two large 
tents where attendees could attend the session of their 
choice, all for free! 

Milton Denny remarked that this type of grass roots event, 
with our dedication being the education of Boy Scouts, will 

help prepare future Surveyors to meet our nation’s land 
boundary and mapping needs. 

The casual, open forum discussions led to a fantastic learn-
ing experience.

The Surveyors of the Initial Point Chapter hope that some 
or all of the other ISPLS Chapters might hold an event simi-
lar to this, but in their own way, bringing Surveyors together 
to share in a natural outdoor environment.

The proceeds from donations and sponsors were given 
to the Boy Scouts of America. BSA had 18 Boy Scouts 
who worked at the event with 12 parents assisting. Seven 
attending Surveyors oversaw and taught the criteria for the 
Boy Scout Surveying Merit Badge and 15 Scouts earned 
their Surveying Merit Badges. The local BSA earned over 
$1,200 from the attending Land Surveyor’s donations and 
food sales.

The event was sponsored by Precision Products of Louis-
ville Kentucky, who generously donated $2,000 to defray 
costs of the event and provided equipment display, demon-
strations and speakers for the event.

“Wow, the old and the new, together in one event. Awe-
some and fun. Let us do this again,” said Drone Master LS, 
Ben Shinabery.

ISPLS Career Center

Survey Crew Chief/Surveying Technician
Territorial Engineering LLC
Walkerton, IN

Section Corner Technician
Hamilton County Surveyor’s Office
Noblesville, IN

Survey Technician
Lang, Feene & Associates, Inc
South Bend, IN

New job postings in the ISPLS Career Center. Have a position to share? 
Submit an opening today!

Ruckman Sculpture

This 18-ton block of limestone from the Bedford Quarry is one of two being transformed into sculptures of buffaloes by 
ISPLS member David J. Ruckman, PS, that will be part of a newly created Buffalo Trace Art Park in New Albany. The site 
on Daisy Summit Road will also feature a storyboard on the Buffalo Trace and stone benches offering a place to rest, 
learn about history and enjoy the views. A formal unveiling is scheduled at 5 p.m. May 8. Ruckman, an author as well as a 
sculptor, artist and land surveyor, gave a presentation titled “Retracement of the Indiana Buffalo Trace” at the 2017 ISPLS 
Convention. (Photo by David J. Ruckman, PS)
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American Structurepoint, Inc.  
7260 Shadeland Station  

Indianapolis, Indiana 46256  
P: (317) 547-5580

E: bmoll@structurepoint.com 

www.structurepoint.com

DONOVAN ENGINEERING, INC.

3521 Lake Avenue, Ste. 2 
Fort Wayne, IN 46805

Gregory L. Roberts, PS  Phone: 260-424-7418
President                                Fax: 260-494-7419
greg@donovan-eng.com

www.donovan-eng.com

John H. Stephens R.L.S. Inc.
19 N. Wabash St.
Wabash, IN 46992
P: (260) 563-8800

E: jhstephens1953@gmail.com

www.jhsrls.com

Northpointe Engineering & Surveying, Inc.
6125 S. East Street, Suite B

Indianapolis, IN 46227
P: (317) 884-3020

E: donna@npes.biz

npes.biz

FIRM MEMBERS FIRM MEMBERS
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ISPLS FIRM MEMBERS

Parsons Cunningham & 
Shartle Engineers, Inc.
1924 Dan Jones Road

Avon, IN 46123
P: (317) 837-9900

E: Cheryl@pcsengineers.com

www.pcsengineers.com

Pietzack Land Surveying, Inc.
24891 Kern Road

South Bend, IN 46614
P: (574) 289-4037

E: geojoep@aol.com

http://pietrzaklandsurveyinginc.com

SEA Group, LLC
 494 Gradle Drive
 Carmel, IN 46032
 P: (317) 844-3333

E: jim@seagroupllc.com

www.seagroupllc.com

Sieg & Associates, Inc.
13150 N. Penntown Rd.

Sunman, IN 47041
P: (812) 623-6700

E: ritaseig@seigsurveying.com

www.seigsurveying.com

ISPLS FIRM MEMBERS

Want to see your company here? 
Become an ISPLS firm member! 

Contact: Brian Lewis, Executive Director, 
ISPLS

blewis@ispls.org
(317) 454-8309 ext 185

FIRM MEMBERS FIRM MEMBERS
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Carlson Software Inc.
33 East 2nd Street  
Maysville, KY 41056, USA
800-989-5028  ■  carlsonsw.com
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Fair Price 
O�ered through 
perpetual licensing with 
optional upgrades. 
Check out the savings at 
carlsonsw.com/civilsuite.

Free Support 
Carlson Software provides 
free technical support by 
phone and online.

Full Featured CAD 
Powerful, yet flexible 
automation for all 
facets of a land 
development project.

Available for AutoCAD® 
(versions 2010 to 2018) or 
with IntelliCAD® 8.3 built-in.

Newly released Carlson 2018 has more 
than 200 new feature improvements. 
Learn more at carlsonsw.com/2018

Civil Suite

Construction, 
Point Cloud, CADnet

New Carlson 2018
You’ll like the way your software works
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